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In the claims : Please change the claims as indicated, 

1. (Currently amended) A method for uoc in gommxinioatititg 
protected bito from a □ending dcvi go to a rcGoiving 
dcvico m ethod. comprising: 

a sending device computing error d ete c t ion bits based 
on b oth protected bits to be wirelessly communicated over a 
protected channel and also other bits to be w irelessly 
communicated over another channel-r— ; the method 

Qharaotorinod by! a- step (31) — In which the nonding dovioo 

eomputeg error detection bita banod on - both bhe - '■ protected 
bits and the other bitn, — and 

o step (32) — in which the sending device 
transmit g transmitting the error detection bits with the 
protected bits on the protected channel and 
t r au - omi t □ t r ansmi 1 1 ing the other bits on the other channel. 



2. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 1, further 
□haraatQriEQd by i comprising : 

a ptop (33) in which the receiving device receiving the 
detection bits and the protected bits on th e pr otected 
channel and the other bits on the other channel; and 

dctccto the receiving device detectin g errors based on the 
protected bits and the other bits using the detection b its. 

3. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 2, - f ttr-tfecg 
eompriodng a - atop (3 4 ) — in whic hw herein bits on a channel are 
wirelessly communicated in frames, and the method further 
comprises the receiving device d^e^fq ^ r do di scarding at least 
some bits of a frame without adding them to a buffer for 
sof t- combining if an error is detected in the other bits, 
and QOkQ a sking the sending device to retransmit the frame^- 
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but doco not add tho diooardcd bita to a buffer for pof t 
combining . 

4. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 3, wherein the 
other bits comprise bits indicating a ^FGj &transport format 
combination indicator for a data channel, and the bits that 
are discarded in case of detecting an error are the bits 
conveyed by the data channel . 

5. (Previously presented) A method as in claim 1/ wherein 
the other bits are conveyed by a control channel used to 
decode a further channels 

6. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 5, wherein the 
other bit3 include bits indicating a TFCIy transport format 
CQinbination indicator, and the further channel is a traffic 
channel , 

7. (Previously presented) A method as in claim 1, wherein 
the channel used to convey the other bits and the protected 
channel are both control channels used to decode a further 
channel . 

8. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 7, wherein the 
other bits convey a TFCI, transport format combination 
indicator, and the protected channel is an outband signaling 
channel. 

9- (Original) A method as in claim 1 , wherein the protected 
channel is time multiplexed with the further channel. 

10. (Original) A method as in claim 7, wherein the 
protected channel is code multiplexed with the further 
channel . 
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11. (Original) A method as in claim 1, wherein the 
protected channel is a traffic channel- 

12. (Previously presented) A method as in claim 11, wherein 
the other bits are conveyed by a control channel used to 
decode a further channel, and the protected channel is 
better protected than the further channel. 

13. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 1, wherein the 
error detection bits are computed using a esGcy^liq 
redundancy check code. 

14. (Original) A computer program product comprising: a 
computer readable storage structure embodying computer 
program code thereon for execution by a computer processor 
in a. telecommunication device, wi t hw herein said computer 
program code ck - ct - r a - G tor ± e od ■ i - n tha t — ±^ includes instructions 
for perf ormingfefee~- Qt<DpS" of the method of claim 1 - 

15. (Original) A computer program product comprising: a 
computer readable storage structure embodying computer 
program code thereon for execution by a computer processor 
in a telecommunication device, wi th w herein said computer 
program cod GGharactGriBcd in that ife includes instructions 
for perf ormin gfehe ptopp of the method of claim 2. 

16- (Currently amended) An apparatuo. for upc by a 
tQlQcommunicationo dovioo (20a) — in communicating protoctcd 
bitG to Q-rQGciving dovaa o apparatus, comprising: 

means for computing error detection bits based o n both 

protected bits to be wirelessly communicated over a 
protected channel and also other bits to be wirelessly 
communicated over another channel / — the and 
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apparatus charactcrigod by t 

fft ( gi . ang (21) by which the - doviCG (20a) oomputcD qtto^ ' 

dctcGtion bitp bias pd on -both the - protoctca bitoond tho - othcr 

bitQ> 

means (22) by - whi - fsb-^iho device — (SOo.) — trangmito for 
transmitting the error detection bits with the protected 
bits on the protected channel and trcunDmito also for 
transmitting the other bits on the other channel. 

17. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 15, wherein the 
device (2Qal — ia a UB is a user equipment device. | 

18. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 16, wherein the 
device — (2Qa) is an access point of a telecoirmtunications j 
network. 

19. (Previously presented) An apparatus as in claim 15, 
wherein the other bits are conveyed by a control channel 
used to decode a further channel. 

20. (Currently amended) An apparatus as in claim 19, 
wherein the other bits include bits indicating a 
^gFG ^transport format combination indicator, and the further | 
channel is a traffic channel. 

21. (Previously presented) An apparatus as in claim 16, 
wherein the channel used to convey the other bits and the 
protected channel are both control channels used to decode a 
further channel. 

22. (Currently emended) An apparatus as in claim 21, 
wherein the other bits convey a transport format 
combination indicator, and the protected channel is an 
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outband signaling channel. 

23. (Previously presented) An apparatus as in claim 21. 
wherein the protected channel is time imiltiplexed with the 
further channel . 

24. (Previously presented) An apparatus as in claim 21, 
wherein the protected channel is code multiplexed with the 
further channel, 

25. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 16, wherein the 
protected channel is a traffic channel . 

26- (Previously presented) An apparatus as in claim 25, 
wherein the other bits are conveyed by a control channel 
used to decode a further channel, and the protected channel 
is better protected than the further channel. 

27. (Currently amended) An apparatus as in claim 16, 
wherein the error detection bits are computed using a 
GR Gcyclic redundancy check code. 

28. (Currently amended) An apparatus . comprising : 
apparatus for use by Q ' bGlcigo g nmuniGatiQnG device — ( 2Qb) — 



means for receiving protected bits from a g endin g 
dcvicc wirelessly cormtTunicated over a protected channel and 
also other bdita o^trar --- anQthQr channel, — the apparatus for 
receiving other bits wirelessly transmitted on another 
channel ; and 

oharaQtcrigcd by: 

moann — (25 26) b^^ which the deviGo — (2Qb) — rccQivcG the 

protGctcd bitQ and qIpo the other ■ bitS "j-"a-ijrd 
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means (27) by which - t - ho dovicc (20b) dote^iMs ^for 
detecting errors based on the protected bits and als o on the 
other bits. 

29. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 28, wherein the 
devic e (20b) is an access point of a telecoirauunications | 
network * 

30. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 28, wherein the 
device (20b) — ip a UB is a user e^uigment device . | 

31. (Currently amended) An apparatus as in claim 28, 
further oompriGing moano - ( 38 ) ■■ by- wh4 HS?j».-- tho - device (20b) 
diQcardov /her ein bits on a change]- are wirelessly 
coiTuif\unicated i n frames, and the a pparatus further comprises 
means for discarding at least some bits of a frame if. an 
error is detected in the other bitg, and roqueet - £ > bits 
communicated on the other channel, and for discarding the 
bits without adding them to a buffer for soft-combining, and 
for requesting retransmission of the discarded bits-? — 

doQQ not add tho diGcardod bita to a buff or for Doft- 
combining . 

32. (Currently amended) An apparatus as in claim 31, 
wherein the other bits comprise bits indicating a 
gge ^transport format combination indicator for a data | 
channel, and the bits that are discarded in case of 
detecting an error are the bits conveyed by the data 
channel. 

33. (Original) A system, comprising a first wireless 
telecommunications device — tS^^ including an apparatus as in | 
claim 16. and also a second wireless telecommunications 
devic e (aOb) . | 
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34. (Original) A system, comprising a first wireless 
telecommunications devic e ■ (20a) , and further comprising a 
second wireless telecommunications devic o (3 - Otof including an 
apparatus as in claim 28. 

35. (Currently amended) A method, comprising — feko otcpo of ; 

using both protected symbols for transmission over a 
protected channel and unprotected symbols for transmission 
over an unprotected channel in providing error detection 
symbols for transmission over said protected channel; and 

sending said error detection symbols along with said 
protected symbols on said protected channel and said 
lanprotected symbols on said unprotected channel to a 
receiver - 

36. (Previously presented) An apparatus, comprising: 

means for providing error detection symbols for 
transmission over a protected channel using both protected 
symbols for transmission over the protected channel and 
unprotected symbols for transmission over an unprotected 
channel ; and 

means for sending said error detection symbols along 
with said protected symbols on said protected channel and 
said unprotected symbols on said unprotected channel to a 
receiver . 

37. (New) A method as in claim 35, wherein the other bits 
convey a transport format combination indicator , and the 
protected channel is an outband signaling channel. 

38. (New) An apparatus as in claim 36, wherein the other 
bits convey a transport format combination indicator, and 
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the protected channel is an outband signaling channel - 

39. (New) An apparatus, comprising: 

a cyclic redundancy check calculator, for providing 
error detection symbols for transmission over a protected 
channel using both protected syinbols for transmission over 
the protected channel and unprotected symbols for 
transmission over an unprotected channel; and 

a transport channel multiplexer and physical channel 
mapper, for sending said error detection symbols along with 
said protected symbols on said protected channel and said 
unprotected symbols on said unprotected channel to a 
receiver • 

40. (New) An apparatus as in claim 39, wherein the other 
bits convey a transport format combination indicator, and 
the protected channel is an outband signaling channel. 

41. (New) A method, comprising; 

receiving protected bits on a protected channel and 
other bits on another channel; and 

detecting errors based on the protected bits and the 
other bits . 

42. (New) A method as in claim 41, wherein the other bits 
convey a transport format: combination indicator, and the 
protected channel is an outband signaling channel. 

43. (New) An apparatus, comprising: 

means for receiving protected bits on a protected 
channel and other bits on another channel; and 
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means for detecting errors based on the protected bits 
and the other bits- 

44. (New) An apparatus as in claim 43, wherein the other 
bits convey a transport fortnat combination indicator, and 
the protected channel is an outband signaling channel • 

45- (New) An apparatus, comprising: 

a transport channel multiplexer and physical channel 
mapper, for receiving protected bits on a protected channel 
and other bits on another channel; and 

a cyclic redundancy check calculator r for detecting 
errors based on the protected bits and the other bits, 

46 • (New) An apparatus as in claim 45, wherein the other 
bits convey a transport format combination indicator, and 
the protected channel is an outband signaling channel. 
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